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About Delmont 
 
Delmont Borough, first known as ‘New Salem’ or ‘Salem Crossroads’, is a small suburb 25 
miles east of Pittsburgh. The town consists of just 1.1 square miles and is home to 
approximately 2,590 people.  The town is nestled near the intersection of two major 
highways: Route 22 and Route 66. Its neighboring towns are New Alexandria, Export, and 
Jeannette, as well as the Municipalities of Washington Township, Penn Township, and 
adjacent Murrysville and Salem Township.  Delmont is home to a number of local 
businesses, a nearby golf club,  public ice skating and a thriving library. The 
community boasts a number of events throughout the year. 
 
Delmont was settled in 1814 and formally incorporated in 1833.  Historically, the town was 
built around the intersection of the Northern Turnpike and the Kittanning Turnpike 
stagecoach lines. 
 
Indeed, the origins of the Delmont community are related to the Salem Crossroads -- the 
intersection of two 19th century stagecoach turnpike routes (precursors to the now larger 
state routes).  The Salem Crossroads Historic District is a designated Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission (PHMC) historic district.  The District was It was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1978.  Delmont’s location as a crossroads is still 
evident with the existing transit lines and an increasing number of on-road cyclists that come 
through the area.  
 
The Rangos trailhead of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail in Salem Township, within 150 
yards of the Delmont Borough northeastern border has arisen as a key destination for 
connection. Another destination and connection identified on a Southeastern (opposite) 
border of Delmont Borough is the Shields Farm -- home of the Delmont Area Athletic 
Association and to the Annual Delmont Apple and Arts Festival (which has at times drawn 
nearly 25,000 participants). The annual/Delmont Christmas Pilgrimage is also held at the 
Shields Farm, an event which also draws thousands of participants from many states. 
Shields Farm physically sits adjacent in neighboring Salem Township but is owned and 
managed by Delmont Borough.   
 
Simultaneously to the creation of Delmont Borough’s Active Transportation Plan, the 
Westmoreland County Parks Department has worked through a feasibility study to connect the existing Rangos trailhead in Salem Township with the current Trail end located in Export on the Murrysville side 
of the Delmont border. This initiative to connect the two trail sections provided additional urgency for  Delmont leaders to spearhead this active transportation planning process.  This Plan serves as a step 
toward a goal to identify potential routes and prioritize connections to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail as well as to connect to existing and future recreation and other everyday amenities within and around 
Delmont. 
 
Given its historic district status, Delmont Borough could be an important feature within cycling distance of not only the Westmoreland Heritage Trail, but also the Pittsburgh-to-Harrisburg Main Line Canal 
Greenway™. The Greenway serves as a conceptual and physical connector, linking public recreation sites, heritage sites, historic communities, areas of environmental restoration, and community revitalization 
efforts. The core directive of the Greenway is to facilitate a continuous land and water-based recreation system that serves as a connectivity and unification tool for local organizations wishing to maximize the 
quality of life for residents.  
 
In addition, the Pennsylvania Downtown Center’s Nature Based Placemaking (NBP) Program highlights the potential for natural resources like streams, community forests, and outdoor living to generate non-
industrial economic activity. Delmont Borough can become an excellent example of this potential.  Delmont Borough’s Community Connections at the Crossroads plan is consistent with the Main Line Canal 
Greenway’s core directive to create connections that improve opportunities for public access and linkages to important recreation destinations and the Pennsylvania Downtown Center emphasis on the NBP. 
Visit the Main Line Canal Greenway website for more information about the Greenway and the PDC website for more information on the NBP.  
 

▪ The median age of Delmont Residents is 47.3 years of age.  This is approximately the 
same median age found in Westmoreland County. 

▪ Approximately 22% of Borough residents are over 65 years of age.  Approximately 23% 
of Westmoreland County residents are over 65 years of age. 

▪ Approximately 14% of residents are under 18 years of age.  Approximately 18% of 
Westmoreland County residents are under 18 years of age. 

▪ Approximately 8.9% of residents live below the poverty line.  Approximately 9.9% of 
Westmoreland County residents live below the poverty line. 

▪ The per capita income in Delmont is $40,990.   This is about 10% higher than the amount 
in Westmoreland County ($36.840). 

▪ The mean travel time to work is approximately 31.1 minutes.  This is approximately 20% 
higher than elsewhere in Westmoreland County (27 mins.) 

▪ There are approximately 1,430 housing units in the Borough.  Approximately 93% of 
those units are occupied.  56% of those units are owner occupied.   

▪ The median value of owner-occupied housing in Delmont is $215,200.  This is 
approximately 1.3 times higher than the amount in Westmoreland County ($162,300). 

▪ In 2020, 73.6% of workers in Delmont, PA drove alone to work, followed by those who 
carpooled to work (8.68%) and those who worked at home (8.07%). 

▪ A large share of households in Delmont have two (2) cars. 
▪ Approximately 4.2% of Delmont Residents report a hearing disability.  Approximately 

1% report having a vision disability and approximately 4.9% report a cognitive disability. 

▪ Valley Stream, a multi-unit low-income public housing complex and an affordable 
Senior (62+) complex are not currently within walking distance to Delmont’s Business 
District based on the current sidewalk network. 

 

The following are other important parameters in Delmont 

https://www.delmontboro.com/about/
https://www.delmontboro.com/about/
https://www.delmontboro.com/local-businesses/
https://www.delmontboro.com/local-businesses/
http://delmontlibrary.org/
https://www.delmontboro.com/events/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delmont,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salem_Crossroads_Historic_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://mainlinecanalgreenway.org/
https://padowntown.org/programs/nature-based-placemaking-program/
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Another nearby historic amenity near Delmont is Fairview Park, Pennsylvania’s First African American Amusement Park -- As of February 2011, Fairview Park received recognition on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  Today, Fairview Park is still a magnificent family-oriented locale for both public and private gatherings and events. The park is located in Salem Township approximately 1.2 miles from 
Delmont.  Potential bicycle and pedestrian connections between Delmont and the Park should be evaluated.  
 
Due to Delmont’s regional transportation route intersection location, having transit options is one more important plan goal for many of the underserved residents and vulnerable populations not only in Delmont 
but for the surrounding areas’ residents, making the community an important multimodal transportation hub location and destination for all. 
 

About the Project 
Community Connections at the Crossroads is a standalone document with potential to interact with Delmont’s DCNR funded Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Spaces Plan and inform future 
comprehensive plans. This Active Transportation Plan (ATP) includes priority recommendations for implementing strategies, aspects, and core objectives of the Westmoreland County 2018 Comprehensive 
Plan, Reimagining Our Westmoreland (https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/654/Comprehensive-Plan) by creating a unified community vision for –  

• connecting Delmont to the existing Westmoreland Heritage Trail to enhance the regional trail system 

• making parks welcoming & accessible by creating a connection to the borough’s Newhouse Park via improved bicycle and pedestrian crossings at Rt. 66 

• enhancing the sidewalks and low-volume residential streets of Delmont’s neighborhoods to connect with nearby small commercial businesses and local parklets 

• preserving open spaces by enhancing Delmont’s green spaces 

• improving community parks’ facilities to enable residents and visitors to get healthy by promoting easily-accessed exercise walking routes 

• ultimately enhancing the Delmont area to become a “Healthy and Whole” community. 
   
Below are the seven Core Objectives of the Westmoreland County Comprehensive Plan.  This Community Connections at the Crossroads Plan is most aligned with the four designated by italics: 
 
Reimagining [our Westmoreland and Delmont]. 

• Reposition Our Towns 

• Build Healthy and Whole Communities 

• Create Transportation Choices  

• Connect with Parks and Nature 

• Align Workforce, Education, Employers, and Entrepreneurship 

• Discover Westmoreland 

• Plug into the New Economy 
 
Community Connections at the Crossroads also can inform aspects of Westmoreland County Planning Districts 2 and 4 during future sub-county comprehensive planning district processes -- 
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/2954/Remaking-Our-Westmoreland/  (see map) -- as Delmont sits at the center of the border of these County planning districts and is near one of Westmoreland County’s 
busiest multi-lane automotive intersections – State Route 22 (EAST-WEST) and State Route 66 (NORTH-SOUTH).   
 
The Active Transportation Plan’s engagement process  for Community Connections at the Crossroads asked residents to look at creating improved intracommunity pathways and inter-community pathways 
and connections to important community destinations. Residents were asked to identify connections with nearby amenities and attractions within Delmont and to those destinations within the adjacent 
municipalities of Murrysville, Export, and Salem Township. 
 
As an example of how a previous Westmoreland County municipal-level Active Transportation Plan (which WalkWorks funded) has implemented county-level planning initiatives and implementation, see pages 
14-15 of the 2020 Reimagining Our Westmoreland Annual Report -- https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/2900/Annual-Report  
 
 

https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/654/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/654/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/2954/Remaking-Our-Westmoreland/
https://www.delmontboro.com/active-transportation-plan/
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/2900/Annual-Report
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The Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County, Inc. (SGPWC) and Penn State Extension first engaged 

with Delmont community leaders in 2014 when approached by community leaders for assistance with formation of 

a task force to envision and study connections to the newly created Westmoreland Heritage Trail and its then new  

Rangos Trailhead.  Assistance for project development and grant seeking/writing assistance in general followed.  

These initial conversations led to much more. 

 
More About The Projects 

The Westmoreland Heritage Trail has been a catalyst for transforming places all along its corridor throughout central 

Westmoreland, from Trafford, to Murrysville, to Export, and on to Slickville, Salem Township, Loyalhanna Township 

and finally Saltsburg. As part of a vision for an even larger regional and statewide trail network, the opportunities are 

immense for all communities along this new trail and greenway. 

 

Leaders in Delmont approached the Smart Growth Partnership to help them become one of the prominent 

communities making the most of this new asset. Through a Jack Robertshaw Fellowship and guidance by Smart 

Growth Partners’ expertise and collaboration, and after the initial task force work, a Delmont Visionary 

Committee formed among the local citizens, and recognition of the community’s historic district assets and trail town 

possibilities have moved forward with a renewed Delmont Historical Preservation Society being formed.  Both of 

these community associations have since become leaders in the creation of Community Connections at the 

Crossroads. 

 

This Active Transportation Plan, Community Connections at the Crossroads, is the result of additional input by a 

consultant team formed with funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Health and a program called PA 

Walkworks. 

 
2021 started with exploration of the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s PA WalkWorks program, leading to the 
creation of Community Connections at the Crossroads. 
 
Due to the success of previous plans in other communities coordinated by Smart Growth Partnership experts and 
consultants (The EADS Group and Thomas R. Harley Architects, SGPWC Collegiate Partners, etc.), a grant writing 
assistance team formed to complete the WalkWorks funding application and it was awarded. This made Delmont an 
official PA WalkWorks initiative community -- and also made the creation of this plan possible. 
 

Delmont Active Transportation Plan In The News 

• April 24, 2023 – Delmont Seeks Input on Active Transportation Plan (see article to right) 

• June 24, 2023 – A Walking Tour of Historic Delmont — through the “Active Transportation” planners’ lens 

• June 15, 2023 – Delmont awards paving contract for work on Suncrest Drive 

• October 13, 2022 – Delmont will use $20,000 grant to develop borough-wide transportation plan 

• April 14, 2021 – Delmont will seek grant to develop ‘active transportation plan’ for borough 

 

Penn State Extension’s Leadership and Community Vitality Team has also provided community engagement and leader/volunteer/stakeholder/shareholder capacity-building assistance throughout the creation 
of this plan.  Cooperative Extension academic research has shown that deep engagement with  

1) community members,  
2) stakeholders with a stake in the outcomes of any planning effort, and  
3) “shareholders” -- individuals, associations, and institutions that not only have a stake in the outcomes of a plan but also have the ability and willingness to provide resources for implementation  

leads to plans that are most effectively implemented after adoption by any leaders that have infrastructure provision responsibility and authority.    In other words, applying the Cooperative Extension research, 
this plan has been created with the community, and not simply for the community. 
 

https://smartgrowthpa.org/about/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/delmont/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/delmont/
https://padowntown.org/article/whats-in-a-word-expanding-your-active-transportation-lexicon/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/staff-board/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/staff-board/
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/WalkWorks.aspx
https://padowntown.org/programs/walkworks/
https://padowntown.org/programs/walkworks/
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/WalkWorks.aspx
https://smartgrowthpa.org/staff-board/
https://smartgrowthpa.org/staff-board/
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/WalkWorks.aspx
https://www.delmontboro.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Delmont-Historic-Walking-Tour-Poster-with-hot-link-to-Delmont-ATP.pdf
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/delmont-awards-paving-contract-for-work-on-suncrest-drive/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/delmont-will-use-20000-grant-to-develop-borough-wide-transportation-plan/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/delmont-will-seek-grant-to-develop-active-transportation-plan-for-borough/
https://extension.psu.edu/
https://extension.psu.edu/community-development
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PA WalkWorks Program 
WalkWorks is an initiative between the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Pennsylvania Downtown Center that supports the development and adoption of active transportation plans or related policies. 
Its mission is to improve public health by increasing access and opportunities for physical activities, such as walking, biking, wheeling, and using public transit to improve public health.  WalkWorks provides 
the following to its municipal partners:        
   

▪ Funding to develop Active Transportation Plans to guide the establishment of safe, accessible, active routes connecting everyday destinations. 
▪ Technical assistance for the development of local Complete Streets and Vision Zero policies to make walking and biking safer. 
▪ Education and Guidance on the relevance and benefits of safe and accessible walking, biking, transit, and all forms of active mobility for people throughout the commonwealth, no matter their zip 

code, income, or skin color. 
▪ Support to communities that encourage walking, biking, transit, wheeling, etc., through events, routes, programs, and groups. 

 
Making walking and biking safer and more convenient can help social interaction between residents, improve local economies and public health, and reduce air pollution. WalkWorks calls for people to take 
action to help prioritize active transportation in their own communities by talking with your local government officials, identifying stakeholders and strategic community partners, and conducting a walkability 
assessment. Those are precursors to the development of a plan like this one. 
 
Active Transportation Vision 
Delmont Borough’s Vision includes providing walking, biking and other active transportation opportunities that improve residents’ and business owners’ quality-of-life and will make Delmont a premier walking 
and biking destination. 

 
Project Purpose 
Delmont Borough is undergoing a revitalization.  Local leaders and members of the Steering Committee for this Active Transportation Plan want Delmont to be a premier community destination along the 
Westmoreland Heritage Trail.  They have identified making walking, biking, transit, and wheeling improvements twill make Delmont an inviting walking and biking community and a place where people will want 
to live, work and visit.  A purpose of this Plan is also to identify achievable walking, biking, transit and wheeling improvements that will enhance the visual appeal of the community and the overall atmosphere 
of the community.  Community leaders believe a desirable community that attracts new residents and visitors starts with having well maintained sidewalks, crosswalks and intersections.  They also believe that 
a desirable community provides connections to important community destinations and areas, has little to no active movement impediments, has interesting walking and biking amenities and safe and useable 
transit stops.  It is vital for Delmont residents of all ages and abilities to better connect (via pedestrian and bicycle pathways) to its Historic District, Business District and to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail.  
Delmont intends to utilize its existing assets and to implement the priorities of this Plan to develop a highly functioning active transportation system.   
 
Project Approach 
An asset-based and issues-oriented planning approach was followed to create an implementable Active Transportation Plan.  The approach relied on the input and guidance provided by the Borough, Steering 
Committee, local officials and residents.  The community engagement process made it possible to identify implementable solutions to real transportation system issues that exist within Delmont.  A simple set 
of three (3) principles underlies the methodologies and the planning approach conducted for this Project. 
  

1. A Focus on Issues, Assets and Solutions – The planning approach relied heavily on public engagement and collaboration to identify issues, assets and achievable solutions for Delmont.  The 
approach included fieldwork by the Planning Consultants, a Community Survey and Interactive Comment Map, direct input from the Active Transportation Steering Committee, local officials, residents 
and focus groups.  Results of the community engagement process were considered to identify core issues, assets and solutions.  These results were refined during in-depth Committee meetings that 
further developed several specific priorities.   

 
2. Organization of the Plan to Reflect Local Thinking – The Plan consists of five (5) major sections, including: 

▪ This Introduction section provides background on the development of the Plan and summarizes its vision, purpose and goals. 
▪ A Community Engagement section highlights the public involvement efforts completed and summarizes the input received. 
▪ An Existing Conditions section highlights current transportation system and heath related conditions in Delmont. 
▪ A Priorities section clearly describes the top walking and biking related priorities. 
▪ An Implementation section ties the priorities and recommendations with potential timelines, funding sources and potential partners. 

 
3. Identify a Structure and Capacity to Implement the Plan – This is an implementable Plan, meaning that completion of this document is not the ending point of the planning process but rather the 

beginning of the ‘doing’ part of the planning process.  Delmont representatives, Visionary Committee, members of the Active Transportation Steering Committee and residents are critical to the 
coordination of follow-up activities and will be critical for the implementation efforts.  

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/WalkWorks/Pages/WalkWorks.aspx
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Project Purpose and Goals 
The goals of the PA WalkWorks Program meshed well with the community development goals of Delmont’s community leaders.  The following are Project Goals established for the Delmont Active Transportation 
Plan.  In general, Delmont leaders wish to: 
 

▪ Create priorities for investment of Delmont’s limited resources. 
▪ Create means to better connect residents to community assets. 
▪ Enhance Delmont’s ability to attract investment in public transportation infrastructure. 
▪ Enhance Delmont’s ability to attract private investment into the local economy – and in particular within the Historic District. 
▪ Improve the quality of life and recreational opportunities for all ages, all abilities, and all people. 
▪ Enhance the ability of Delmont to attract and retain residents, especially families. 
▪ Create a plan for Delmont’s amenities to become destinations in and of themselves 
▪ Create a plan for Delmont to be connected to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail and thus, become a “Destination Community”. 

 
Objectives of Delmont’s Active Transportation Plan  
The following objectives have been met by Delmont’s Active Transportation Plan 
 

1. Improve Public Health and Promote Physical Activity: The Plan proposes safe and accessible routes for walking, bicycling, and other active transportation modes to encourage physical activity, 
especially among the younger population. 

2. Enhance Transportation Equity: The Plan prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, those using transit and individuals using wheelchairs to ensure they can navigate the Borough safely and 
equitably alongside vehicular traffic, thus promoting fairness in transportation. 

3. Address Infrastructure Needs and Improve Accessibility: The Plan identifies obstacles to circulation on foot, in wheelchairs, and on bicycles, proposes solutions resulting from community 
engagement process and surveys conducted to assess the conditions of existing infrastructure, focusing on upgrading sidewalks, parks, and playgrounds. 

4. Encourage Community Involvement and Collaboration: The Plan brought together Borough officials, community leaders, civic organizations, and residents to develop a comprehensive approach to 
active transportation and community development, fostering collaboration among various stakeholders. 

 
Overall, Delmont’s Active Transportation Plan seeks to build on the Borough’s positive momentum, improve public health, enhance transportation equity, upgrade infrastructure, and foster inclusivity. By 
prioritizing the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, those using transit and individuals with disabilities, the plan aims to create a more vibrant and connected community for all residents of Delmont. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
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The Community Engagement process provided Delmont Borough an opportunity to help guide and shape the future of active 
transportation in their community. Residents, organizations, local officials, and other stakeholders were given multiple 
opportunities and options to participate and to provide input. Information obtained during the process was used to develop an 
inventory of active transportation improvements and action items. The following section describes the Community Engagement 
process and highlights the results. 

 
Project Steering Committee Meetings 
Steering Committee members were strategically selected to provide input and to educate/communicate with others about the 
Plan’s development. Each Committee member’s identity, occupation and/or areas of expertise were among the deciding factors 
for asking them to serve on the Committee. Committee members also assisted with critical sharing of information directly related 
to developing the list of Priorities included in the Plan. In total, nine (9) Steering Committee meetings were held.  

 

• Meeting 1 December 20, 2022 

• Meeting 2 January 18, 2023 

• Meeting 3 February 13, 2023 

• Meeting 4 March 20, 2023 

• Meeting 5 April 17, 2023 

• Meeting 6 May 15, 2023 

• Meeting 7 June 19, 2023 

• Meeting 8 July 17, 2023 

• Meeting 9 August 21, 2023 
 

Mapping, data summaries, draft plan sections and other related items were distributed to the Committee members prior to each 
meeting for their review. All members were individually called upon and given an opportunity to speak and to add their input at 
each meeting. This approach resulted in highly productive meetings. 

 
Walkability & Bikeability Assessments 
Members of the Steering Committee completed three (3) Walkability & Bikeability Assessments as part of the planning process. 
They were conducted along Greensburg St., Freeport St., and portions of Pittsburgh St./Rt. 66. Results of the Assessments 
were used to develop an inventory of sidewalk rehabilitation priorities.  
 
Field Tours 
The Project Team conducted an initial walking tour of the Borough on December 20, 2022. A Field Tour was also held with 
participants as part of a Community Engagement event held on June 19, 2023. The Field Tours focused on evaluating existing 
conditions in the Borough, areas of potential connections to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT), connections to important 
community destinations and  areas with walking and biking impediments. The Tours were used to identify key community 
destinations and priority walking and biking routes. 
 
Direct Community Outreach 
The Delmont Visionary Committee (DVC) attended public events to provide outreach to the community.  The events included 
an Easter Egg Hunt on April 8, 2023, the Chili Cook-Off on April 16 and the Chalk Art Festival on June 4, 2023.  The DVC also 
went door-to-door to local businesses and organizations to seek their input and the ask permission to hang information flyers in 
their windows or bulletin boards.  It was a true grassroots effort that resulted in an excited and engaged community. 

 
Key Stakeholder Interviews 
Fifteen (15) Key Stakeholder Interviews were conducted during the planning process. The Interviews were an important method 
to engage different segments of the community and to involve them in the development of this Plan. Interviews were conducted 
with council persons, business owners, service providers, local/regional agency representatives, and residents. 
 
Delmont Borough Council
The Final Draft Plan was presented to Borough Council during their September 12, 2023 Council meeting.
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Field Tour – June 19, 2023 
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Community Engagement Event - Historic District Walking Tour – June 24, 2023 

 
A Community Engagement Event was also held as a Walking Tour of Historic Delmont.  The Tour was conducted on 
Saturday, June 24 from 10-11:30am by Vicki Walters, President of the Delmont Historical Preservation Society.   
 
The Walking Tour was promoted using direct invitations, public advertising, poster displays and posting via social media. 
The Event attracted over 20 participants including residents, business owners, council persons and guests. 
 
It was a tremendous tour that touched on the reason that Delmont is on the National Historic Record of Historic Places.  Participants 
learned about Delmont’s beginning as an important intersection of critical Stagecoach routes and the ever-flowing spring which was a 
watering place for the stagecoach horses. The tour began at the Delmont Presbyterian Church and ended at the Bush Log House.  
After the tour there was a gathering of everyone for lunch at Ianni’s Pizza with lively conversations. 
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Interactive Comment Mapping and Community Survey 

A web-based comment mapping application and community 
survey was prepared by the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Commission (SPC) to connect residents, organizations, and 
officials with the Active Transportation planning effort and to give 
them a voice in the planning process. The map and survey were 
open between April – July 30, 2023. The map and survey 
enabled users to add general and site-specific comments about 

   

 
 

walking, biking and transit use in Delmont; locate assets and 
areas of community concern; identify infrastructure issues; and 
provide insights, ideas and suggested fixes and 
recommendations. Links to the survey and map were provided 
on Delmont’s website and posters with QR codes were 
displayed and distributed throughout the Borough. Information 
on the survey and map were also distributed through press  
 

 
 
releases, social media platforms and in news articles. The 
survey and comment mapping were linked but could be accessed 
independently to allow for flexibility in providing input. Over 80 
survey responses were collected and over 200 comments/pins 
were provided on the comment map. 
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Promotion of the Plan – the following are just two (2) examples of different ways the Plan was introduced and promoted.   
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Active Transportation Program Themes 
 
The Community Engagement process was one of, if not the most, important outcomes of the Plan. Engaging the public invigorated the community, revitalized members of the Steering Committee and raised 
the collective awareness of walking, biking, wheelchair and transit needs, issues, and opportunities across the community. It built capacity amongst the Steering Committee, and it empowered new community 
leaders to take more active roles in improving walking and biking in Delmont. The following summarizes the Active Transportation Program Themes that were cultivated out of the Community Engagement 
Process including the Key Stakeholder Interviews. Key Stakeholders were selected because of their associations in the community to capture the full range of input. 

 

Stakeholders are Clear and Knowledgeable: 
• There is a love of the community with complimentary statements like Delmont has a 

Mayberry-esque feel so it has great potential. The town is very walkable and friendly. 
• There was wide acceptance that local places in Delmont could be more safely and 

comfortably connected. As a community, Delmont would similarly benefit from connections 
to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT) joining to local communities and regional 
destinations. These connections are not just physical. They include the human capital, 
street wisdom and accumulated ideas of people in those places advancing their own trail 
and active transportation initiatives. 

• Participants were cautious about keeping dreams within reach of the local community as a 
key organizing principle. Possibly go to towns with successes/failures to learn from them. 

• There is great support for people working together to realize initiatives in the plan with the 
plan being an amendment to the Borough’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 
Challenges/Opportunities: 

• Delmont’s Historic District is on the National Register of Historic Places. Suggestions that 
sensitivity to this designation is needed for additions into town like bike trails and bike racks. 
Possibly add bike racks with historic feeling to reinforce the history and discuss ways to 
incorporate bikes into the historic tours of town. 

• Chicken and egg discussions of connecting a spur to the WHT because what is drawing 
them to Delmont on a bike since there are no B&Bs, coffee shops or other cute stores. 
While others suggest that once the “middle gap” is funded then shops and other amenities 
will naturally spring up and possibly other businesses will relocate into the historic district. 

• Some residents are concerned about tax dollars being used to provide amenities for 
out-of-town folks to enjoy and less focus on the residents. 

• Route 66 is seen as both a positive and a negative. It brings people into the town but heavy 
traffic makes crossing the highway difficult for pedestrians and people on bikes. 

• Missing crosswalks, sidewalks and needed improvements to the sidewalks and separated 
bike lanes when possible, would improve the safety and accessibility for residents. 

 
Connecting Communities: 
Participants identified destinations in adjacent communities, and the advantages of being a trail town 
with a connection to the WHT fits into the larger system puzzle for Delmont. There are initiatives in 
other communities that have begun to realize the connection to the WHT. It is recommended to 
work closely with County and regional groups who support these initiatives and who have the 
expertise to manage grants. 

• Export and West Newton are potential nearby links as they show great trail success. 
• Some possible trail connections have barriers like private land ownership and steep grades 
• A tunnel under Route 66 is being funded through grants sought at the county level. 

 
 
 

Connecting Local Places: 
Participants mentioned a priority being connections within Delmont for residents to access 
destinations in the community more easily.  

• There is agreement that the Borough’s role is to support initiatives and move the process 
along. As one mentioned ‘we’ should make it happen and help fundraise with the borough’s 
support and suggestions on ways ‘we’ can help. 

• Make Delmont into the ‘stagecoach town’ through initiatives with the historical society 
• Improved signage throughout town for residents and visitors to navigate the community. 
• The borough or other local organization could be the matchmaker between building 

owners and potential managers of new businesses in historic or vacant buildings. 
 
Connecting Public Transit to Regional Assets: 
Participants discussed how the availability of public transit played a role in moving to the borough.  

• Transit connects Delmont to, among many other places, downtown Pittsburgh, Greensburg 
and other destinations. 

• Additions of bus stop shelters, bike racks and benches to transit stops would enhance the 
experience and possibly increase ridership. 

• The local Park N Ride is currently at a local church parking lot. Research possible future 
location which has ease of use for bus turnaround and parking. 

 
Supporting Users: 
Participants often split on what was adequate to support both pedestrians and cyclists. Some, for 
example, deemed a spur to the WHT as the most important connection while others felt that 
connections for residents navigating within Delmont is the priority. Groups agree both have a purpose 
for the community and would be great to realize them. 

• Participants mentioned that volunteers for initiatives could be engaged through the Delmont 
Visionary Committee, DAAA, parents who want their kids to be out on their bikes and off of 
their devices, retirees and empty nesters with a desire to be involved. 

• In addition to specific routes, participants mentioned a few safety and amenity improvements. 
These include enhanced street lighting, more ADA curb cuts, and wayfinding signage to 
existing facilities and amenities. 

 
Engaging the Public: 
Participants suggested several ways for the active transportation plan to be mobilized. 

• Social media and face-to-face events were mentioned as important tools. 
• On-going communication to keep residents informed and offer ways to be engaged in the 

process of connections to the WHT, connections into town, to businesses/services and to 
neighborhoods and ways to enhance awareness of & connections to the Historic District. 

• Participants also suggested adding bike racks at local establishments to support this effort. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
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Delmont – Community Heath Assessment 
 
Excela Health has prepared their 2021 - 2023 Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) Report.  
 
The Excela Health 2021 - 2023 Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) Report provides a comprehensive review and analysis and a working summary of health status indicators, public health, 
socioeconomic, demographics and other qualitative and quantitative data from Westmoreland County. The report was developed with research collaboration from the Center for Applied Research (CFAR) at 
the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg.  Improving the health and well-being of Westmoreland County and communities is a top priority of Excela Health and other stakeholders. Providing education on 
health care, improving patient care and implementing program improvements are ways in which Excela Health is working toward providing community resources in efforts to strengthen community health. 
 

Similarly, improving the health of Delmont Borough residents and the well-being of the community is a top priority in the Delmont Borough Active Transportation Plan.  Improving active transportation facilities 
and connections and encouraging residents to actively move through Delmont is a goal of this Project.  The recommendations presented in this Plan will increase the number of opportunities for physical 
activity in Delmont and will improve access through Delmont and will provide connections to existing bike/pedestrian trails, park/recreation areas and important community destinations.   
 

Connection Between Active Transportation and Community Health Improvements 

The Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) provided several points of guidance related to the connection between active transportation and community health improvements.  The following list 
highlights these connections in a number of different categories. 
 
What does a healthy community mean to you? 

• Physical access and availability to dental care, healthcare resources and mental healthcare, 
housing, nutrition/food, forms of transportation  

 
What would you identify as the top three community health needs? 

• Diabetes  

• Obesity  

• Transportation  
 
What issues are driving community health needs? 

• Lack of infrastructure 

• Obesity link to diabetes 

• Transportation  
 
What community health activities are needed? 

• Exercise in community parks 
 

Are resources adequate to expand or sustain community health needs? 

• More transportation options needed 
 
The CHNA also identified several overall factors for a “Health Community”.  These are all 
consistent with the goals of Delmont’s Active Transportation Plan: 
 

• Access to health care/grocery stories/nutritious foods (availability and physical access) 

• Healthy behaviors and lifestyles 

• Access to parks and recreation 

• Safe places to walk/play 

• Recreation facilities 

• Lack of exercise 

• Proximity to exercise opportunities 

• Obesity reduction 

• Increased physical activity 
 
 

Obesity and Increased Physical Activity 
 
Obesity is continuing to be a concern in Delmont Borough and elsewhere throughout Westmoreland County. The percentages of individuals in the County that are overweight or obese are greater than or 
equal to state values for all age categories. The adult obesity percentage (67%) ranks around the 50th percentile and only slightly above the PA value.  Approximately 17.8 % of children grades K-6 are 
identified as being obese, and 33.2% overweight. 19.7 % and 38.4% of teens are identified as being obese or overweight in the County, respectively. 
 
According to the CDC, investing in physical activity saves lives and protects health. It benefits children and adults and promotes healthy aging. For Children, benefits of physical activity include reduced risk of 
depression, improved aerobic and muscular fitness, and improved bone health. The benefits for adults include a lower risk of high blood pressure and stroke, improved mental health and cognitive function, 
and prevention of weight gain. Benefits for healthy aging include improved sleep, reduced risk of falling, improved balance and joint mobility, and delayed onset of cognitive decline. Physical activity also 
benefits the economic development of communities by building walkable communities, which can help increase levels of retail economic activity and employment. The increased activity can increase property 
values, support neighborhood revitalization, and reduce health care costs. Walkable communities improve safety for people who walk, ride bicycles, take the bus and those using mobility devices.  
 
 

https://www.excelahealth.org/documents/content/CHNA-2021-2023-032822_GLW.pdf
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The 2023-2028 Pennsylvania State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) emphasizes that physical activity helps to maintain a healthy weight and reduces risk for many chronic diseases; however, the prevalence of 
obesity and overweight for both adults and children has reached epidemic proportions throughout the nation, as well as in Pennsylvania. In addition, many people suffering from anxiety, depression, and mood 
swings find walking has a calming effect on mood. Obesity and physical activity are a focus of Chronic Disease Prevention in the 2023-2028 Pennsylvania State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP).  The SHIP 
states two out of three adults, and one out of three school-age children, have excess weight. 
 

• 33.3% of adults had obesity in 2021 

• 33 % of adults were overweight in 2021 

• Of adults in Pennsylvania reporting obesity in 2021, 31.5%were White, non-Hispanic, 39.2%were Black, non-Hispanic and 31.2% were Hispanic 

• During the 2020-2021 school year, among school-age children in Pennsylvania: 
o 20.3% had obesity; and 
o 16.9% were overweight 

• 12.8% of children between 2 and 4 years of age, participating in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), had obesity in 2018 
 

To increase physical activity in Delmont, especially among the local vulnerable and underserved populations, the Active Transportation Plan recommends developing local connection routes and walking/biking 
trail spurs to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail and improving access to and from Delmont amenities and attractions.  The Plan also recommends approaches for providing better bicycle and pedestrian 
connectivity to and among community/health-related services, parks, library, churches, residential areas -- such as Valley Stream Apartments, and businesses for all residents (especially the disabled) and 
visitors. Community-wide events can also be better accommodated by an improved active transportation network.  
 

 

Recommending improvements to active transportation facilities and connections and encouraging residents to actively move through Delmont is a goal of this Active Transportation Plan Project. The 
recommendations presented in this Plan will increase the number of opportunities for physical activity and will also support public health needs in Delmont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/SHIP/SHIP_2023-2028.pdf
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Average Daily Traffic Counts 
 
The map below summarizes traffic volumes in the Delmont area in terms of Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT).  Traffic volumes vary in Delmont.  As known locally, Route 66 and Route 22 experience the 
highest volume of traffic in Delmont.  Rt 66 carries over 15,000 vehicles a day.  Old William Penn Highway/W. Pittsburgh Street and Manor Drive also experiences a high volume of traffic, carrying between 
3,000 and 6,000 vehicles a day.  East Pittsburgh Street and Athena Drive each contribute between 1,000 and 2,000 vehicles a day.  Most other local streets in Delmont are low volume roads that carry less 
than 1,000 vehicles a day. Most of these carry less than 500 vehicles a day. 
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Existing Sidewalks 
The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) has mapped the location of sidewalks throughout the SPC region. The map below shows the location of sidewalks in Delmont.  As shown, sidewalks are 
located along the ‘crossroad’ Streets – Pittsburgh Street and Greensburg Street.  Fortunately, these Streets are within the downtown business area and the Historic District.  As shown, most of the roads and 
streets in Delmont do not have sidewalks.  Because the existing sidewalks are in important centralized corridors in the heart of the community, the need to maintain them in a safe and reliable condition is 
elevated.  Strategic sidewalk connections, like those proposed along Rt. 66 are very important to create fully connected segments of the community.  Delmont can use this map for information purposes and 
is encouraged to field verify the accuracy of the mapping and to make site specific revisions so that the most accurate depiction of sidewalk locations in Delmont can be maintained. 
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Public Bus Service – Westmoreland County Transit Authority 
 
The Westmoreland County Transit Authority Route 2F provides Monday – Friday fixed route service from Delmont into Pittsburgh.  Morning pick-ups in Delmont are scheduled for 6:07, 6:37 and 7:07.  Evening 
drop-offs are scheduled for 4:45, 5:35 and 6:15.  Route 12 provides Monday – Friday fixed route service from Delmont into New Kensington and Delmont into Greensburg.  Morning pick-ups to New Kensington 
are scheduled for 8:43 and 10:43.  Morning pick-ups to Greensburg are scheduled for 7:46, 9:45 and 11:45. Transfer to other Routes are available off this Route.  
 

Route 2F 
connects Delmont, and points in Eastern Westmoreland County, 

into Pittsburgh 

Route 12 
connects Delmont, and points in northern Westmoreland County, 

into Pittsburgh. 

  

Westmoreland Transit also offers a Park & Ride in Delmont at East Pittsburgh Street 
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Existing Walking/Biking, Recreation and Heritage Resources  

Delmont has many opportunities for outdoor discovery and enjoyment of the community’s rich history. Delmont Borough is home to several parks that are ideal for outdoor activities.  These parks include 
neighborhood park/playground areas that are primarily used by local residents and larger park areas that attract users from surrounding communities.  A Historic District encompasses the core of Delmont and 
highlights the historic nature of Delmont.  The existing alignment of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail extends from Saltsburg to near Delmont and from Trafford to Export. The following further describes these 
resources.  The map below shows their locations. 

Newhouse Park - located off Stotler Drive, behind the Delmont Dairy Queen, has the following amenities 

• Two softball/baseball fields 

• Regulation size basketball court 

• Pavilion with grill available to rent for parties or other gatherings 

• Walking/Running trail 

• Bathrooms (open during non-winter months) 

• Playsets for multiple ages 

• Ample parking 
 

R. J. Shields Farm ‘Shields Farm’ - Shields Farm is physically located in 
Salem Township but is owned and managed by Delmont Borough.  Shields 
Farm is being used more frequently for festivals and community events. 
 

• Entrances located off Overly Street and West Pittsburgh Street. 

• Home of the Delmont Area Athletic Association (DAAA) baseball 
fields and the Annual Delmont Apple and Arts Festival. 

• The annual Delmont Christmas Pilgrimage is also held at Shields 
Farm, an event which also draws thousands of participants 
from many states.  

• 145 acres of open space and wooded areas. 

• Historic log cabin 

• Nature trails along the perimeter of the property 

• Open spaces to take walks and explore 
 

Park Drive Parklet - located off Park Drive 
 
Valley Stream Park - located near Valley Stream apartments 
 
Rose Wigfield Parklet - located on Greensburg Street, across from First 
Commonwealth Bank 

• The Parklet offers an inviting and relaxing setting to stop while on 
a walk. 

• There have been recent improvements to this park, namely a 
restroom, a bicycle rack and a pavilion with grill available to rent 
for parties or other gatherings. 

 
Kovalczik Park – located in Murrysville, but is in close proximity to Delmont, Kovalcizk Park has two entrances and parking areas. The one closest to the pavilion is at the end of Koval Court and the one 
closest to the playground is at the end of Henry Hudson Drive.  The Park features a pavilion, 8 picnic tables, a grill, basketball court and a playground. 
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Morosini Reserve – located in Murrysville, but is in close proximity to Delmont, this 183-acre reserve was given to the Westmoreland Conservancy in 2015.  The land was given to the Conservancy in 
accordance with the will of Aldene Morosini to honor her late husband’s wishes to protect the property.  The reserve is home to the Universal Pedestrian Trail: a 2000’ long surfaced trail allowing those with 
mobility issues to enjoy a walk out to a pond and a Wildlife Observation Blind. It is also the site of several Boy Scout Eagle projects and high school community service projects. 
 
Salem Crossroads Historic District – Originally known as Salem Crossroads or New Salem, Delmont is one of the oldest towns in Westmoreland 
County. The name “Salem” was derived from Salem, Massachusetts after William Wilson arrived from that state and settled here around 1785.  The Salem 
Crossroads Post Office was established in 1812. The town was incorporated as “New Salem Borough” on April 8, 1833. In 1871, Postmaster, Zachariah 
Zimmerman, had the name of the post office changed to “Delmont” because he found that mail was being mistakenly delivered to several other 
Pennsylvania communities bearing “Salem” as part of their names. The name “Delmont” was derived from “Del” (meaning valley) and “mont” (meaning 
hills) – “A valley in the hills.”  The use of two different names (New Salem Borough and Delmont Post Office) caused a great deal of confusion. Finally, in 
1967, New Salem Borough residents voted to change the borough’s name from New Salem to Delmont. 

 
The Salem Crossroads Historic District is a nationally registered historic district.  The district generally is located East/West along Pittsburgh Street – 
between Rt 66 and the Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, ELCA and North/South along Greensburg Street.  It encompasses approximately 64 
contributing buildings in the historic core of Delmont. The district includes buildings largely constructed between 1830 and 1870. It includes four log 
houses, numerous Greek Revival style buildings, the Central Hotel, a Gothic  Revival style church, feed mill, wagon shop, livery stable, brickyard, 
blacksmith shop, and an old Ford Garage, dated to the 1920s.  The Delmont Historical Preservation Society acts as the dedicated caretakers for the 
preservation of Delmont’s collective memory and the historic structures and landmarks in the community.  
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Westmoreland Heritage Trail - Approximately 
nine (9) miles of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail 
are completed and open from Saltsburg to 
Delmont. An additional 9.2 miles from Lincoln 
Avenue in Export to B-Y Park in Trafford are open 
and ready to use. The trail is ideal for walking, 
jogging, bicycling, and cross-country skiing. The 
trail has a wide, flat handicapped-accessible 
surface and will accommodate everyone 
regardless of age or physical ability.   

 

The Rangos trailhead of the Westmoreland 
Heritage Trail is in Salem Township.  The 
trailhead is within 150 yards of Delmont’s 
northeastern border.  

 

The Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter 
(WHTC) is a volunteer organization associated 
with the Regional Trail Corporation. The Regional 
Trail Corporation is a non-profit entity within 
Westmoreland, Fayette, and Allegheny Counties, 
which promotes the conversion of abandoned 
railroad corridors to recreational trails.  The 
WHTC is led by a twenty-one (21) member board 
of volunteers, including government officials and 
community members from the municipalities 
through which the trail passes: Loyalhanna 
Township, Salem Township, Delmont, Export, 
Murrysville, Penn Township, Monroeville, and 
Trafford Boroughs. The board has 
representatives from Westmoreland County, 
Westmoreland Conservation District, and the 
Conemaugh Valley Conservancy. The WHTC is 
working to build the trail across northern 
Westmoreland County as well as assisting other 
organizations to preserve the historic and 
community resources along the trail corridor. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Delmont Borough Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan is in progress and will address various recreation facility upgrades and enhancements.  This Plan is funded through a 
DCNR planning grant.  Newhouse Park is included in the recreation plan to improve the facility accordingly. Additionally, the recreation plan includes upgrades to Rose Wigfield Parklet, Valley Stream Park 
and Park Drive Park as well as recreation at Shields Farm.  Delmont’s Parks and Recreation Plan will complement and add to the recommendations made in Delmont’s Active Transportation Plan.  Most 
Parks and Recreation Plans focus on the park site itself and active transportation plans focus on access to parks along public streets, roads and paths. 
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Topography 
The name Delmont is literally derived from its hill and valley topography.  
The ‘valley’ areas are represented by the “Del” portion of the name and 
the ‘hill’ areas are represented by the “mont” portion of the name.  
Together Delmont is said to be a “A valley in the hills.”  The map to the 
right and the image below highlights topographic features as they relate 
to Delmont’s Walking/Biking, Recreation and Heritage Resources.   
 
Elevations changes between resources will need to be considered as 
community connection routes are established and other walking and 
biking improvements are made.  Higher elevation areas are located at 
Shields Farm, Newhouse Park and the Park Drive Parklet.  Conversely, 
lower elevations are found at the Rangos Trailhead, Kovalczik Park, 
Valley Stream Park, Rose Wigfield Parklet and the Historic District. 
 

 
Delmont celebrates their topography and uses it to their advantage.  As an example, the Delmont Vision Committee hosts the 
Delmont Cyclocross Race – called Hammer the Hills of Delmont.  Hammer the Hills of Delmont is held on a challenging Cyclocross 
Course featuring wooded trails, grass runs, steep hills, rough surfaces, and obstacles built on the hills of Delmont at Shields Farm.  
The event is held annually in fall. 
 
 

 
 
 
  

https://delmont1.wixsite.com/delmontvisionarycomm/upcoming-events
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 Active Transportation Problem Areas 

 

The following highlights some of the walking, biking and wheeling impediments and problem areas currently in Delmont.  These areas collectively highlight the need for- and value of- active transportation 
planning and walking, biking and wheeling improvements in Delmont.  

 

Sidewalk Conditions, Access and Connectivity Issues – In the Historic District and Downtown area - walkers and bikers, and especially those with disabilities, have their mobility challenged by 
uneven and poorly maintained sidewalks, lack of ADA curb cuts, unmarked crossing points and crossing points that connect to barriers and obstacles. 

 

Sidewalk Conditions, Access and Connectivity Issues – Rt 66 and adjacent areas - walkers and bikers, and especially those with disabilities, have their mobility challenged by outdated signalization 
(lack of audible beacons and visual walking cues), lack of ADA curb cuts, sidewalks to nowhere, lack of connecting sidewalks to Rt 66 crossing points and missing painted crosswalks 

 

 

                                              Sidewalk impediments along Greensburg Street                                    Missing sidewalk near The Olde Log House                   Pedestrian crossing needed across Greensburg Street to Rose Wigfield 
Parklet                   

                                              Rt. 66 Intersection area at Greensburg Street                                                                                                                                                        Rt. 66 Intersection area at Pittsburgh Street                                     
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ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PRIORITIES 
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Active Transportation Improvements 
 
All the input received from members of the Active Transportation Steering Committee, Borough Officials, Residents, the Community Survey and Interactive Comment Map and key person interviews provided 
locally delivered information that was used to develop an initial set of Active Transportation improvement ideas.  A copy of the Community Survey is provided in the Appendix. The following improvement ideas 
are categorized into the following four (4) focus areas: 
 

Community Walking, Biking, Wheeling Improvements 
• Bike lanes 

• Off-Road paths 

• Sidewalk improvements in general 

• Sidewalk along Manor Drive 

• Coordinate with Westmoreland Transit which is currently updating their Transit plan  

• E-mobility devices (e-bikes, e-scooters, mobility scooters) are recognized tools - not toys 

• Health issues can be connected to transportation issues – depression, obesity, and obesity 
related diseases.  Transportation can be a barrier to health care and to person’s health 

• Consider the needs of residents/visitors of all ages and abilities 

• Justice 40 funding – Equity –how to have pedestrian/bicycle use by all 

  

Route 66 
• Add sidewalk(s) along Rt. 66 – coordination with PennDOT is in process 

• The traffic signals on Rt. 66 in town need better timing for pedestrians; currently too short of 
time; may need maintenance 

• Pedestrians deserve a level of Safety and Dignity (example given of the police volunteering 
to stop traffic to help an elderly man crossing Rt. 66) 

• Better crossing of Rt. 66 is vital 

• Audible signals would be helpful at some of the intersections like at all crosswalks at Rt. 66 

• A brush clearing party is happening this year on the west side of Rt. 66 – regular 
maintenance is needed 

• Need safe route/routes across Rt. 66 to connect pedestrians and bikes between Shields 
Farm and Newhouse Park 

 
Westmoreland Heritage Trail Connections 

• Connect Westmoreland Heritage Trail to the center of Delmont 

• Westmoreland Heritage Trail Spur recommendations – multiple connection points 

• Support efforts of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter (WHTC) to obtain funding to 
complete the Trail extension between the Rangos Trailhead and the Trail end in Export

 
Community Improvements - Connections and Routes 

• Designated Walking/Biking Routes – mileage marked, or mapped and themed 

• Athena Drive 

• Manor Rd 

• Bike Access to Downtown 

• Shields Farm Nature Trail and path need better access and maintenance 

• Need crosswalk at First Commonwealth Bank and a Yield to Pedestrians sign 

• Better visual cues to indicate location of Historic District 

• Crosswalk at Fox’s Pizza Entrance 

• Off road connection from A-Plus Sunoco to the Apple Hill Winery. 

• Add connection to Shields Farm 

• Add a connection between Rose Court and Valley Stream 

• Possible connection through Pump Station Road into surrounding neighborhoods 

• Possible future connection to the Beaver Run Reservoir. 

• Sidewalk improvements on Legion Lane including hedge overlapping sidewalk. 

• Add Crosswalk at Rose Wigfield Park 

• Pittsburgh St. needs better sidewalks along the north side to connect to the Park N 
Ride/Farmers Market  

• Connect to the Morosini Reserve with/for safe active transportation 
 

• There is a need for better/improved wayfinding signage and direction information to 
important community destinations including parks, library and its EV charging station, police, 
hardware store, banks, food places, healthcare, historic sites, Rangos trailhead and other 
places 

• The Plan can provide approaches for addressing wayfinding needs – this may include the 
following: 

o More on ground signage – will need to decide best locations to install. 
o Google Map directions need to be updated (Shields Farm doesn’t come up and 

ballfields are not located) 
o Hospitality training – residents and visitors inquiring about destinations and directions 

at locations including the historic district, library, Ianni’s Pizza, Hardware Store, etc. 
should be given accurate information. 

• The Library provides Welcome Packets for new residents.  A walk/bike map with community 
destinations could be prepared and added into the Packets 

• There are bike racks in the Borough – consider adding more 

• Regional connections with Export and Murrysville will be important to Delmont.  We want 
residents in surrounding communities to come to Delmont 

• Connect with Salem Township neighborhoods 

• More safely connect Delmont’s internal parks, other amenities, and key business or other 
destinations for/with improved active transportation 
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The initial set of Improvement Ideas were discussed and were field-viewed during a Community Engagement Walking Tour event held on June 19, 2023 and during a walking tour of the Historic District held 
on June 24, 2023.  Discussions with residents, Steering Committee members and Borough officials during the tours verified the value of developing a set of priorities that would address the suggested 
improvement ideas. 
 
Active Transportation Plan Priorities 
 
The Planning Team and the Active Transportation Steering Committee collaborated during monthly Steering Committee Meetings to gain consensus on the active transportation priorities to include in the 
Plan.  Existing conditions and trends in the Borough, other local planning efforts, known local and state funding opportunities and potential partnerships were considered to evolve the project ideas into a 
set of Active Transportation Priorities.  The Steering Committee and Planning Team together helped to define ‘what we want to do’; ‘what we will do’; and ‘how we will do it’ in terms of improving active 
transportation in Delmont. 
 

A set of three (3) real world Priorities that both fit the goals of Active Transportation Planning and that resonated with the Active Transportation Steering Committee, residents and officials were identified. 
The priorities are all directed at improving walking, biking and wheeling conditions for all ages and abilities in Delmont.   
 

1. Community Improvement Priorities 
 

2. Community Connections and Routes 
 

3. Connection to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail 
 
The following section further highlights and describes the Active Transportation Priorities.  A Priorities Map is provided for each Priority category to give additional context to the Priorities. 
A set of Early Action Items is provided at the end of this section.
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Community Improvement Priorities 
 

Continue working to make Delmont a Trail Town 
Complete the Trail Town Self-Assessment: 

• A “Trail Town” is a destination along a long-distance 
trail (Westmoreland Heritage Trail) where users can 
venture off to enjoy the scenery, services, and heritage 
of the nearby community 

• Is a safe place where both town residents and trail 
users can walk and bike safely, find goods and access 
services 

• Is a place where the Trail is an integral and important 
part of the community 

 
1. Historic District Focus Area: 

• Install decorative on-road (or on sidewalk) stenciled 
signage at each intersection into the District – themed 
to reflect the stage coach/crossroads heritage 

• Improvements to central intersection - ADA curb cuts, 
sidewalks, stenciled crosswalks and signage 

• Prioritize sidewalk repairs/improvements – to the Olde 
Log House, from Suncrest Drive to connect the Library 
and Borough Building 

• Streetscape project(s) along Freeport and Greensburg 
Streets – improve sidewalks, relocate overhead 
utilities and add decorative streetlamps 

• Crosswalks and Yield to Pedestrians signs - First 
Commonwealth Bank, Fox’s Pizza, to Rose Wigfield 
Parklet 

• Add Delmont information, wayfinding signage and 
complete surface improvements at the Park 'n Ride – 
to attract Westmoreland Transit riders into the 
downtown area 

• Review existing parking requirements and revise to 
encourage trail-town related developments 

• Encourage more residents in the Historic to create attractive residential spaces 

• Install amenities like bike racks, bike repair stations, bike-safe storm grates 
 
2. Freeport St / Greensburg St Focus Area 

• Targeted Sidewalk Improvement Area/Sidewalk Gaps 

• Local Enforcement needed to address overgrown landscaping 

• ADA Curb Ramps needed 

• Painted crosswalks needed at business entrances 
 
3. Rt. 66 - Pittsburgh Street Focus Area 

• PennDOT - Crosswalk Signalization Improvements 

• PennDOT - Audible Crossing indicators (Audible beaconing) needed 

• PennDOT - ADA / Sidewalk Improvements within Project Area 

• PennDOT - Install flashing lights to notify travelers they are entering Delmont 

• PennDOT - Sidewalk Connection with Greensburg St Intersection 
 
4. Rt. 66 - Greensburg Street Focus Area 

• PennDOT - Crosswalk Signalization Improvements 

• PennDOT - Audible Crossing indicators (Audible beaconing) needed 

• PennDOT - ADA / Sidewalk Improvements within Project Area 

• PennDOT - Install flashing lights to notify travelers they are entering Delmont 

• PennDOT - Sidewalk Connection with Pittsburgh St Intersection 
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Community Connections and Routes 

A grouped set of important community destinations 
was identified as part of this Active Transportation 
Plan.  These are not meant to represent the entirety 
of places where residents and visitors walk and 
bike, rather they represent important community 
assets, places where residents can find health 
related food and wellness products and places 
where resident can further engage in outdoor 
recreation activities.  They also represent places 
where safe and reliable pedestrian and bike access 
should be provided and maintained. This Plan 
designates these as important Community 
Destinations: 

• Delmont Parklet

• Twin Valley Memorial Park (Cemetery)

• The Olde Log House

• Shields Farm

• Westmoreland Transit  - Park ‘n Ride

• The Historic District

• The Tollhouse

• Rose Wigfield Parklet

• Rt. 66 – Pittsburgh St

• Rt. 66 – Greensburg St

• Newhouse Park
• Apple Hill Field

• Red Barn Winery

• Kovalczik Park

• Valley Stream Apartments

• Commercial Properties

• Morosini Reserve

• Delmont Public Library

• Musser’s Farm Market

• Yellow Bridge Brewing

• Commercial Areas near US Rt. 22 (west of 
Delmont)

• Palmer Imaging Arena

Priority Connection Routes that connect residents and visitors to the Community Destinations were identified.  As shown on the map above, the routes connect neighborhoods with important community 
destinations.  The routes give focus to where sidewalk improvements, ADA improvements, walking/biking amenities, signage and where multi-modal projects should be considered.  They are intended to 
connect people to local resources and to places of interest in the community.  The routes help with building inter-community connections and they also serve to connect the Borough to destinations in the 
surrounding areas.  Delmont Borough, PennDOT and other entities will make future improvements along these routes.  As shown on the map, many of the Destinations and Routes are located outside of 
Delmont.  These are included to emphasize that connections to surrounding communities is a goal of the Plan. This Plan establishes that the Community Connection Routes should receive a higher level of 
focus in terms of sidewalk rehabilitation, walking, biking, transit and wheeling improvements and where bicycle, pedestrian, bus and wheeling friendly amenities, including benches and resting areas, water 
stations, bike racks, bike repair stations, bike-safe storm grates, should be installed. 



Community Connections at the Crossroads – the Delmont Borough Active Transportation Plan 

30 

Connections to the Westmoreland Heritage 
Trail (WHT) 
 

The existing alignment of the Westmoreland 
Heritage Trail (WHT) and the Rangos Trailhead are 
within 150 yards of Delmont Borough’s 
northeastern border.  These resources present 
Delmont with an amazing opportunity to become a 
destination Trail Town along the Trail.  In addition, 
portions (if not all) of an extension of the WHT is 
anticipated to be completed within the next 5-10 
years.  The proposed alignment will run near 
Delmont’s entire northern boundary. 
 
The Westmoreland County Bureau of Parks and 
Recreation recently completed a DCNR- funded 
Feasibility Study to evaluate the various potential 
trail alignments for the planned WHT across its 
“Middle Gap”, which is a 4-mile trail gap located 
between Rangos Trailhead northeast of Delmont 
and Lincoln Avenue in Export. Delmont is in 
proximity to a good portion of the planned route for 
the WHT; see “Middle Gap Feasibility Study” 
Report, December, 2021: 
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/1010/Westmoreland-
Heritage-Trail .  

 
Capitalizing on connecting the Trail to Delmont 
(and Delmont to the Trail) was a major topic of 
discussion throughout this planning process. The 
anticipated alignment of the Trail’s extension 
creates several different opportunities to establish 
multiple access points to the Trail.  As shown on 
the map to the right, the Active Transportation Plan 
promotes (six 6) connection points to the Trail.   
 

• The connection points to the existing Trail 
(Pump Station Connection) and the 
Rangos Trailhead Connections are 
possible options and should be evaluated and realized as Early Action Items of the Plan.   

• Extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail is most likely to begin at the Rangos Trailhead towards Route 66.  Westmoreland Parks & Recreation recently was awarded funding to advance this 
extension section.  It is anticipated that this section will take approximately 3-5 years to fully complete.  When completed, this extension will provide another connection point close to Delmont.  
Therefore, it is recommended that actions be taken to ensure that the Delmont Brinker Connection and the Delmont Central Connection can be realized within five (5) years.  

• The Morosini Connection and the Delmont West Connection are very important to connect residential areas in the western edge of the Borough to the trail.  It is recommended that actions be taken 
to ensure that these Connections can be realized in a 5+ year period.   

 
The Connectivity Map designates the alignment(s) of each connection route.  The Map also breaks down sections of each route that can be created on Delmont owned land or as on-road segments and 
sections that will require acquiring easements on privately owned land.  As an Early Action item of this Plan, Delmont Borough will apply to DCNR for funding to complete a feasibility study(s) to further 
evaluate alignments, determine private property owner willingness to provide a trail easement(s), prepare preliminary engineering designs and to determine costs for constructing the connection routes. 

https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/1010/Westmoreland-Heritage-Trail
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/1010/Westmoreland-Heritage-Trail
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Early Action Items - The following are identified as Top Priorities and Early Action Items of the Plan.  
 

Top Projects – for large grant funding 

• Apply to DCNR for funding to complete a feasibility study, acquire easements and construct connections to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail.  The short-term priority is to further study the 
connection routes to the existing Trail and the in-process extension to Rt. 66.  These include the Pump Station Connection, the Rangos Trailhead Connection, the Brinker Connection and the 
Central Connection.  Concurrently, Delmont will engage with private property owners along each of these connection routes to inquire about the potential for obtaining trail easements.  The public 
engagement results, the identified potential alignments and background information completed for this Active Transportation Plan will be used during completion of a trail feasibility study.  The 
feasibility study will include additional focus on route design and engineering for the mainly on-road portions within Delmont and new trail construction on properties located in Murrysville and 
Salem Township   It is estimated that Delmont will need to apply for approximately $40,000 (total project cost) to complete the feasibility study.  DCNR will provide 50%, $20,000, for the study and 
Delmont will need to match that with 50%, $20,000, in matching funds or in-kind services.  Development of a scope of work for the grant application  will determine the actual cost of the study. 

• Apply for DCNR funding, and/or to other funding sources, to install new sidewalks, complete sidewalk rehabilitation projects, and to install other walking, biking, transit and wheeling friendly amenities, 
including benches and resting areas, signage, lighting, water stations, bike racks, bike repair stations, bike-safe storm grates and other related improvements along the Priority Local Connection 
Routes. 

• Installing sidewalks to the north of the Rt. 66 / Pittsburgh Street intersection – three (3) segments – 1. Pittsburgh Street to Noca Ct.; 2. Noca Ct. to Freeport St.; 3. Freeport St to future 
Westmoreland Heritage Trail crossing.  Advocate to PennDOT for new sidewalks south of the Rt. 66 / Greensburg Street intersection down to Musser’s Farm Market. 

• Apply for Local Share Account (LSA) / and PennDOT TA-Set Aside funding to directly complete sidewalk improvements and to create a Community Sidewalk Program 

• Top priority is to complete the proposed route connection(s) to and thru Newhouse Park 

 
Top Projects – for a quick action Delmont can do (take the lead on) –  

• Install decorative on-road (or on sidewalk) stenciled signage at each intersection into the District – themed to reflect the stage coach/crossroads heritage 

• Install the Pedestrian Connection along Valley Stream Dr 

• Complete improvements along routes connecting to Shields Farm 

• Move forward with establishing the Church property connection 

 
Top Programs – 

• Complete a Trail Towns Self-Assessment 

• Continue hosting events including the Chalk Art Event and the Delmont Cyclocross Race – ‘Hammer the Hills of Delmont’  

• Evaluate the potential for hosting new events including a Bike / Pumpkin / Trick or Treat event at Shields Farm and a Bicycle Rodeo at Shields Farm 

• Communicating information about the Delmont Active Transportation Plan and educating residents about the benefits and value of improving walking, biking, transit and conditions for those who 
use mobility devices 

• A continuing role of the Active Transportation Steering Committee will be to host regular engagement meetings with a range of people, including users of mobility aids, walkers and bike riders 
including active riders, casual bike riders and youth bike riders 

 
Top Policies –  

• Adopt a Resolution/Cooperation Agreement verifying Delmont’s commitment to working towards connecting to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail 

• Create formal cooperation agreements with/among Salem Township, Murrysville, and Westmoreland County to create municipal partnerships needed for mutually establishing the inter-
community connections identified during this planning process and to codify the need for the Complete Streets Policies that will consider active transportation connections and other 
improvements during future land development projects located in proximity to Delmont. 

• Prepare an Official Map – to reserve land areas and easement locations needed for future local connection routes and connections to the Westmoreland Heritage Trail 

• Start a Delmont Sidewalk Program – cost sharing program that incentivizes and assists property owners to repair/replace their sidewalks  

• Review the Zoning Ordinance to evaluate parking requirements within the Historic District and make necessary revisions to encourage trail related developments in the Historic District 

• Continue meeting/coordinating with PennDOT regarding Rt. 66 intersection improvements and the Rt. 66 sidewalk project.  Advocate for additional sidewalk extension projects that will fully 
connect Rt. 66 from Musser’s Farm Market to the proposed future Westmoreland Heritage Trail Rt. 66 crossing. 

 

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/best-complete-streets/
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The priorities included in this Plan are oriented towards developing and maintaining safe, accessible streets, sidewalks and other transportation facilities that support all modes of transportation, all potential 
users including vulnerable and underserved populations, such as low-income residents, people of color, children, persons with disabilities and older adults.  The priorities are also oriented towards making 
Delmont more livable and attractive for residents of all ages and abilities, families, visitors, and business owners.  Developing this Active Transportation Plan shows Delmont’s commitment to improve the 
health and quality of life of their residents and their commitment to facilitate ongoing and proposed walking and biking enhancement projects within the Borough and surrounding communities. 
 
Municipal Support 
 
Council persons and other representatives from Delmont were 
a critical part of this active transportation planning process. 
Successfully implementing Delmont’s Active Transportation 
Priorities will involve many different participants and steps and 
will rely on obtaining public, private and local funding and 
various forms of support. In some cases, Delmont Borough will 
need to execute maintenance agreements or will need to 
provide documentation of their acknowledgement and support 
of the projects completed by non-Borough entities and agencies.  
Continuing support by Delmont Borough Council, organizations 
and residents will be necessary for implementation efforts to be 
successful. It is strongly advised that Delmont Borough also be 
prepared to support neighboring municipalities and partner 
organizations’ implementation efforts by providing Letters of 
Support for grant applications, committing to have regular 
discussions regarding active transportation efforts, and by jointly 
advocating for regional transportation improvement projects. 
 
An intended outcome of this Plan is to identify some projects and 
initiatives that can be completed ‘in-house’ and without the need 
for grant funding.  For instance, Delmont Borough itself may be 
able to complete smaller maintenance type projects, such as 
sidewalk repairs, crosswalks, signage installation etc., using 
employees and available resources.  The Delmont Visionary 
Committee and other community organizations can provide 
funding assistance and project guidance/support for 
implementation actions involving businesses, volunteer groups, 
residents and schools.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Implementation Partners  
 
Delmont Borough elected officials and staff will not be able to 
implement the priorities alone.  Many local partners and 
community organizations, local businesses and residents will 
need to take ownership of projects and will need to carry the 
momentum forward towards implementation.  In addition, state 
and county agencies, including the Westmoreland County 
Planning Division; nearby municipalities; PennDOT; the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) and others 
must also have a significant role in implementing the priorities.  
In addition, favorable grant funding consideration from the 
DCED; DCNR; USDA/Rural Development; HUD; Pennsylvania 
Downtown Center, Private Foundations; PennDOT; Regional 
Tourism Promotion entities, and others will be vital to successful 
implementation.  Community organizations such as the Delmont 
Visionary Committee and the Historical and Preservation 
Society can also be resources in the completion of active 
transportation improvements. 
 
The Plan Development Team Consultants who prepared this 
Active Transportation Plan and members of the Project Steering 
Committee will need to work with Delmont Borough and 
stakeholders to support, facilitate and coordinate 
implementation efforts.  Penn State Extension has additional 
training resources to improve the capacity of local leaders to 
acquire grants, hone leadership skills, engage and enhance 
community resources, and otherwise grow volunteers’ and staff 
capabilities.  Delmont Borough can rely on the expertise and 
capacity of all the Plan Development Team Consultants to 
essentially “keep things moving” and to encourage 
implementation actions.   
 
Penn State Extension also periodically provides in-person grant 
writing training to build the capacity of grant writers in the 
community, whether they be volunteers, paid consultants, or 
municipal staff and committee members.  An online version of 
Penn State Extension’s training is  also available:  grant-writing-
how-to-find-funds-and-write-a-winning-proposal.  

Local Match Sources 
 

Common among most funding sources is the requirement of a 
local cash or in-kind service match.  Ultimately a local source of 
funding or contribution of services will need to be documented 
prior to submitting grant applications. The responsibility for 
providing local match funding will most often fall to Delmont 
Borough if other sources are not readily available.  The purpose 
of the Delmont Visionary Committee is to raise funds for 
community projects.  The Committee is prepared to raise funds 
to support local match requirements for projects that advance 
walking and biking improvements. Other local organizations and 
groups must be prepared to contribute financially and/or with 
services to cover match requirements.  It will take the creativity 
of borough leaders and their local partners to identify, secure, 
and document sources of local match funding. Each grant 
source may have different match requirements and allowances. 
Delmont leaders will need to carefully interpret those 
requirements and, when appropriate, coordinate multiple grant 
applications and matching funds documentation to take 
advantage of opportunities where one grant can be matched 
with the award of another.  As noted, in-kind services can also 
be used as part of the matching funds.  Delmont Borough and 
others capable of providing this level of support must be aware 
that documentation and tracking of the services provided will 
need to be kept current as the project progresses to claim in-
kind services as match.  Appropriate documentation is typically 
submitted to the granting agency for their approval. As 
suggested in the beginning of this section, Delmont Borough 
leaders can call upon the Planning Development Team 
Consultants and other members of the Steering Committee to 
help support, facilitate and coordinate project funding efforts.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://extension.psu.edu/
https://extension.psu.edu/catalogsearch/result/?q=grant+writing
https://extension.psu.edu/catalogsearch/result/?q=leadership
https://extension.psu.edu/community-development
https://extension.psu.edu/community-development
https://extension.psu.edu/catalogsearch/result/?q=Grant+Writing
https://extension.psu.edu/catalogsearch/result/?q=Grant+Writing
https://extension.psu.edu/grant-writing-how-to-find-funds-and-write-a-winning-proposal
https://extension.psu.edu/grant-writing-how-to-find-funds-and-write-a-winning-proposal
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Project Funding 
 
Potential funding options for the priorities are provided below.  Options generally include direct grant funding from State and Federal sources, foundations, direct municipal funding including in-kind services, 
and local donors providing financial contributions and volunteer support.  Special funding through Westmoreland County resources should also be explored.  These include, but are not limited to, Laurel 
Highlands Conservation Landscape Mini-Grants, and the Community Foundation of Westmoreland County - Revitalizing Westmoreland grants program Revitalizing Westmoreland/Healthy Communities | 
Community Foundation of Westmoreland County (cfwestmoreland.org)  
  
Delmont’s Active transportation priorities may need to be funded in stages (i.e. Design/Engineering then follow up submissions for construction) or in phases (completion of a new sidewalk or trail segment 
including installation of signage followed by the next segment, etc.), based on funding available.  Due to ever changing grant funding requirements, availability of funding and the variety of funding levels, it 
is difficult to predict with certainty or to describe an exact funding path for each project.  What can be said with certainty is that Delmont Borough, or other to-be identified application sponsors, must 
relentlessly seek funding from multiple sources/options and will need to creatively combine and match multiple types of funding awards with multiple priorities.  What can also be said with certainty is that 
funding sources will require a level of local match (cash), in-kind service contributions, maintenance agreement(s) and/or other documentation.  Project Leaders or project “champions” in each priority area 
will need to be identified and a structure for coordination of the priority tasks agreed upon and institutionalized.  
 

• State Funding Sources- The following provides a summary of state-level funding sources applicable to the priorities included in this Plan. 
•    

Criteria DCNR – C2P2 DCNR - PRT DCED CFA - GTRP PennDOT – TA-Set Aside PennDOT – MTF CFA– MTF 

Grant Award Amounts varies varies Up to $250,000 $50,000 – $1,000,000 $100,000 – $3,000,000 $100,000 – $3,000,000 

Funding Level single source supplemental supplemental supplemental single source single source 

Local Match Requirement 50% 20% 15% Pre-Construction Activities 30% 30% (may be waived) 

Typical Submission Cycle  Annually - April Annually - April Annually - May 2-yr cycle Annually - Fall Annually - Spring 

 
DCNR - Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources  
DCED - Department of Community and Economic 
Development  
CFA - Commonwealth Financing Agency  

PennDOT - Pennsylvania Department of Transportation  
C2P2 - DCNR's Community Conservation Partnerships 
Program 

PRT – DCNR’s Pennsylvania Recreational Trails 
Program 

GTRP – CFA’s Greenways, Trails and Recreation 
Program 

TA-Set Aside – PennDOT’s Transportation Alternatives 
Program / Safe Routes to Schools 

 MTF – Multimodal Transportation Fund 
 

State funding sources also include Statewide Local Share Account (LSA) funds Local Share Account - Statewide.  Funding in this program is available to design and build sidewalks that are for public 
use.  This includes sidewalk projects located on private property.  This funding is relevant to communities that want to improve existing sidewalks that are in poor conditions and are located on private 
property.  This funding is also relevant to communities who want to acquire right-of-way to construct new sidewalks to make key connections in the pedestrian network.  Funding amounts range from 
$25,000 to 1 million.  No local matching funds are required.  Applications are accepted annually in the fall (September 1 to November 30).  
 
The PennDOT – TA Set Aside program also includes funding for Safe Routes to School projects Safe Routes to School (pa.gov).  Safe Routes to School funding is managed as a subset of the 
PennDOT - TA Set Aside program.  Funding amounts for infrastructure construction projects is between $50,000 and 1.5 million.  Awards up to 2 million can be justified on a case-by-case basis.  
Traditionally, such projects include sidewalks, bike lanes, cross-walks, signs and signals, although smaller improvement projects such as bike racks and bike lockers will qualify too.  There is no 
minimum award amount for Safe Routes related planning and programming projects that serve to increase awareness, encourage safe use of existing or future facilities, and those that develop, 
implement or expand programs that educate, promote equity and encourage, engage and evaluate safe routes to schools.  Applications are accepted on a 2-yr cycle.  Pre-application submissions 
are due in July.  Final applications are due in September. 

 

• Foundations - There are several local, regional and corporate foundation funding sources like the AARP Livable Communities Challenge, AmericaWalks Community Vision Grants, and on occasion, 
from the American Heart Association.  Many other opportunities can be found here: https://gwpa.org/directory.  Community leaders should explore this list for appropriate project funders and cultivate 
relationships with their staff and/or trustees.  Additional guidance can be found at https://gwpa.org/grantseeker-resources. 
 

• PA WalkWorks and Pennsylvania Downtown Center – Delmont is encouraged to continue seeking assistance and support from the WalkWorks program and the Pennsylvania Downtown Center. The 
Pennsylvania Downtown Center offers support to communities and encourages walking, biking, transit, wheeling, etc., improvements through events, routes, programs, and groups. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3692ba8b14e043b39f27207e39f01a1b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3692ba8b14e043b39f27207e39f01a1b
https://cfwestmoreland.org/rw-hc
https://cfwestmoreland.org/rw-hc
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/local-share-account-lsa-statewide/
https://www.penndot.pa.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/Planning/Pages/safe-routes-to-school.aspx#:~:text=For%20SRTS%20non%2Dinfrastructure%20projects,planning%2C%20coordination%2C%20and%20development.
https://gwpa.org/directory
https://gwpa.org/grantseeker-resources
https://padowntown.org/


Community Connections at the Crossroads – the Delmont Borough Active Transportation Plan 

 

 

35 

• Federal Funding - The following provides information on Federal - US Department of Transportation funding programs for Pedestrian and Bicycle safety and infrastructure projects.  

 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding Opportunities.   
Includes U.S. Department of Transportation Transit, Safety, and Highway Funds.  A summary table of these federal sources is provided on the following pages.  The tables indicate potential eligibility 
for pedestrian and bicycle activities and projects under U.S. Department of Transportation surface transportation funding programs. Project sponsors should integrate safety, accessibility, equity, and 
convenience of walking and bicycling into surface transportation projects  
 
Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Grant Program.   
The program supports the development comprehensive safety action plans (Action Plan) that identify the most significant roadway safety concerns in a community and the implementation of projects 
and strategies to address roadway safety issues. 
 
Distressed Area Recompete Pilot Program (Recompete Pilot Program) | U.S. Economic Development Administration 
The Distressed Area Recompete Pilot Program (Recompete Pilot Program) will invest $200 million in persistently distressed communities to create and connect people to good jobs.  
 
Thriving Communities Program | US Department of Transportation 
The newly created Thriving Communities Program (TCP) will provide in-depth, hands-on technical assistance to regions and local communities resulting in accelerated project plans and effective 
project implementation. The purpose is to advance community-driven, transformative investments in underserved and overburdened communities using a coordinated place-based approach that 
strengthens local capacity to develop and execute infrastructure projects from cradle to grave. The program can support local communities in advancing transformative, equitable, and climate-
friendly infrastructure projects that reduce transportation cost-burden, improve housing conditions, enhance connections to health care, education, and food security, and increase access to 
economic opportunity to help communities thrive. 
 
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods Grant Program | US Department of Transportation 

 The program provides funding to address the following: 
• Prioritizing disadvantaged communities;  
• Aiming to improve access to daily needs such as jobs, education, healthcare, food, and recreation;  
• Fostering equitable development and restoration;  
• Reconnecting communities by removing, retrofitting, or mitigating highways or other transportation facilities that create barriers to community connectivity, including to mobility, access, or 

economic development.  
 
Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program | US Department of Transportation 
The Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program is intended advance transportation infrastructure projects in rural and tribal communities by supporting development-phase activities for projects 
reasonably expected to be eligible for certain DOT credit and grant programs. Grants will fund financial, technical, and legal assistance to states and rural and tribal communities. The grants are 
intended to increase organizational capacity in communities that may not have resources available to evaluate and develop projects that qualify for federal funding and financing programs.  
 
Alternative Fuels Data Center: Federal Laws and Incentives (energy.gov) 
Included are federal incentives, laws and regulations, funding opportunities, and other federal initiatives related to alternative fuels and vehicles, advanced technologies and improving air quality. 
 
Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program | Rural Development (usda.gov) 
This program provides affordable funding to develop essential community facilities in rural areas. An essential community facility is defined as a facility that provides an essential service to the local 
community for the orderly development of the community in a primarily rural area, and does not include private, commercial or business undertakings 

  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.cfm
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A
https://www.eda.gov/funding/programs/recompete-pilot-program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/thriving-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/rcnprogram
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grant-toolkit/rural-and-tribal-assistance-pilot-program
https://afdc.energy.gov/laws/fed_summary
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
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Official Map 

Delmont Borough is encouraged to move forward with preparing and adopting an Official Map ordinance as an 
early action implementation step.  An Official Map is a planning tool that is an effective way for designating needed 
trail connections through private property routes.  The Official Map tool allows a community to identify needed 
easements prior to private property being developed.  In developing an Official Map, Delmont will effectively 
prioritize its acquisition needs, enabling it to focus its resources on properties that are most important to the 
community, or on properties that are most quickly available for making needed community amenity or destination 
connections. 
 
Delmont Borough can use an Official Map to pre-express an interest in acquiring specific land (or easements 
thereon) for community route connections and trails.  Essentially, Delmont would be “reserving” certain land for 
future public use. If a landowner seeks to develop reserved land, the municipality has a year to pursue acquisition 
of the land from the owner before the owner may freely build or subdivide.  Based on experience in other 
Pennsylvania communities with adopted Official Maps, developers often study the Official Map and incorporate 
any needed connections into their initial development plans to avoid delays, so the municipality does not then need 
to go through a full year-long property acquisition process. 
 
Benefits of adopting an Official Map include the following: 
 

• The Official Map greatly increases the likelihood that land will be available for trail connections if and when 
private land is developed.   

• When the private property is developed, Delmont would have up to one (1) year to pursue acquisition of 
the trail easement before the owner may freely build or subdivide over the reserved land. 

• In developing an Official Map, Delmont would effectively prioritize its acquisition needs, enabling it to focus 
its resources on properties that are most important to the community. 

To implement an Official Map, Delmont can do the following: 

• Complete a planning process that identifies community-wanted trail connections, walking/biking routes and 
community connection priorities.  Adopting the Delmont Active Transportation Plan may satisfy this step. 

• Cultivate a willing and committed Borough Council, planning commission and legal counsel that will work 
together to lead development of the Official Map. 

• Identify implementation funding.  Official maps are commonly backed by a funding mechanism whereby a 
municipality has the financial wherewithal to support its map designations when the time comes.  Leaders 
should explore the regional foundations, the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, and other 
state and federal agencies identified in this Funding and Implementation Section to fund implementation 
components of the Official Map ordinance. 
 
 

The following links provide additional information on the Official Map and resources for developing and adopting 
an Official Map. 

• Official Map Tip Sheet  

• The PennDOT Official Map Handbook     

https://conservationtools.org/library_items/605-MPC-Quick-Guide-Official-Map
https://www.crcog.net/vertical/Sites/%7B6AD7E2DC-ECE4-41CD-B8E1-BAC6A6336348%7D/uploads/Official_Map_Tip_Sheet_DCED.pdf
https://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/PubsForms/Publications/PUB%20703.pdf
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Funding to prepare this Active Transportation Plan was provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Health through the State Physical Activity and 

Nutrition Grant and Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Data for the Westmoreland Heritage Trail – at the Rangos Trailhead 
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Bicycle Count Data – Athena Drive 
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